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What is claimed is: 

A method of optical wavelength allocation in an photonic network comprising 
the \teps of: 

generating a first plurality of optical wavelengths at a first location in the 
network; \ 

selecting \ predetermined one wavelength of the first plurality of optical 
wavelengths; \ 

transmitting the Redetermined one wavelength to a second location; and 

generating a second plurality of optical wavelengths at a second location in the 
network with reference to the predetermined one wavelength. 

2. A method as claimed in claim, 1 further comprising the steps of forming a 
second group of wavelengths by groupinaselected second wavelengths; and 

transmitting the second group of ^wavelengths to a third location in the 
network. \ 

3. A method as claimed in claim 2 furtherVomprising the steps of modulating 
one wavelength of the second group of wavelengths at the third location and passing 
the modulated one of the second group of wavelengths to the first location in the 
network. \ 

4. A method as claimed in claim 2 further comprising^ the steps of modulating 
one wavelength of the second group of wavelengths at the thfrcl location and passing 
the modulated one of the second group of wavelengths to a r^urth location in the 
network. \ 



5. A method as claimed in claim 2 further comprising the step of modulating a 
wavelength of the first group of wavelengths at the first location. \ 
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l6. Apparatus for optical wavelength allocation in an photonic network 
comprising: 

means for generating a first plurality of optical wavelengths at a first location 
in the nVwork; 

5 me\ns for selecting a predetermined one wavelength of the first plurality of 

optical wavelengths; 

means Vor transmitting the predetermined one wavelength to a second location 
for generating Asecond plurality of optical wavelengths at a second location in the 
network with reference to the predetermined one wavelength. 

10 7. Apparatus as claimed in claim 6 further comprising means for forming a 

second group of wavelengths by grouping selected second wavelengths; and 

transmitting the second group of wavelengths to a third location in the 
network. 
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8. Apparatus as claimed in claim 7 further comprising means for modulating one 
wavelength of the second\group of wavelengths at the third location and means for 
passing the modulated one \)f the second group of wavelengths to the first location in 

the network. \ 

\ 

9. Apparatus as claimed i\ claim 7 further comprising means for modulating one 

wavelength of the second group^ of wavelengths at the third location and passing the 

ft 

20 modulated one of the second group of wavelengths to a fourth location in the network. 

'■\ 

10. A method of optical wavelength allocation in a photonic network comprising 
the steps of: \ 

generating a first plurality o\ optical wavelengths at a first location in the 

\ 

network; and \ 

25 generating a second plurality of optical wavelengths at a second location in the 

\ 

network. ^ 
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11. A method as claimed in claim 10 further comprising the steps of forming a 
"Second group of wavelengths by grouping selected second wavelengths; and 

X. transmitting the second group of wavelengths to a third location in the 
networkX 

12. A method as claimed in claim 11 further comprising the steps of modulating 
one wavelengttkof the second group of wavelengths at the third location and passing 
the modulated onkof the group of wavelengths to the first location in the network. 

13. A method as\laimed in claim 2 further comprising the steps of modulating 
one wavelength of the\econd group of wavelengths at the third location and passing 
the modulated one of thfe second group of wavelengths to a fourth location in the 
network. \ 

14. A method as claimedUn claim 2 further comprising the step of modulating a 
wavelength of the first group of wavelengths at the first location. 

15. Apparatus for optical Wavelength allocation in an photonic network 
comprising: \ 

means for generating a first Plurality of optical wavelengths at a first location 
in the network; and \ 

means for generating a secondVplurality of optical wavelengths at a second 
location in the network. \ 

16. Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 A further comprising means for forming a 
second group of wavelengths by grouping selected second wavelengths; and 



for transmitting the second group ofVavelengths to a third location in the 
network. \ 
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l\. Apparatus as claimed in claim 16 further comprising means for modulating 
oneSwavelength of the second group of wavelengths at the third location and means 
for parsing the modulated one wavelength of the second group of wavelengths to the 
first location in the network. 

18. Apparatus as claimed in claim 16 further comprising means for modulating 
one wavelength^ of the second group of wavelengths at the third location and passing 
the modulated o\e wavelength of the second the group of wavelengths to a fourth 
location in the network. 

19. Apparatus as claimed in claim 16 further comprising means for modulating a 
wavelength of the first group of wavelengths at the first location. 

20. A method of optical wavelength allocation in an photonic network comprising 
the steps of: \ 

generating a plurality oV optical wavelengths at a first location in the network; 
forming a group of wavelengths by grouping selected wavelengths; and 
transmitting the group of wavelengths to a second location in the network. 

21. A method as claimed in claim 20 further comprising the steps of modulating 
one of the group of wavelengths at\he second location and passing the group of 
wavelengths to a third location in the network. 

22. A method as claimed in claim 21 Viirther comprising the step of modulating a 
second of the group of wavelengths at the tnird location. 

23. A method as claimed in claim 22 further comprising the step of passing the 
modulated second of the group of wavelengths back to the second location thereby 
establishing a two way communications path u\ing two optical wavelengths between 
the second and third locations. \ 
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2^k. Apparatus for optical wavelength allocation in an photonic network 
comprising: 

sans for generating a plurality of optical wavelengths at a first location in the 

network; 

5 means \for forming a group of wavelengths by grouping selected wavelengths; 

and 

means forSJransmitting the group of wavelengths to a second location in the 
network. 

25. Apparatus as claimed in claim 24 further comprising means for modulating 
10 one of the group of wavelengths at the second location and for passing the group of 

wavelengths to a third location in the network. 

26. Apparatus as claimed In claim 25 further comprising means for modulating a 
second of the group of wavelengths at the third location. 

27. Apparatus as claimed in claim 26 further comprising means for passing the 
1 5 modulated second of the group of wavelengths back to the second location whereby a 

two way communications path using^two optical wavelengths between the second and 
third locations is established. 

28. Apparatus as claimed in claim 24 wherein the means for generating a plurality 
of optical wavelengths includes a muliple lambda source. 

20 29. Apparatus as claimed in claimed 28 wherein the optical wavelengths conform 

to a dense wavelength distributed multiplexing scheme. 

30. Apparatus as claimed in claim 24 whdrein the means for generating a plurality 
of optical wavelengths includes wavelength distributed multiplexers. 

31. Apparatus as claimed in claim 30 ^vherein the wavelength distributed 
25 multiplers are coarse relative to a dense wavelength distributed multiplexing scheme. 



